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Message to the Congress
Transmitting Transportation
Department Reports
September 21, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the 1994 calendar year

reports as prepared by the Department of
Transportation on activities under the High-
way Safety Act, the National Traffic and
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, and the
Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings
Act of 1972, as amended.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 21, 1995.

Proclamation 6827—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 1995
September 21, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Just after the turn of the century, George

Washington Carver, teacher, scientist, and
intellectual leader at Tuskegee Institute,
wrote, ‘‘Education is the key to unlock the
golden door of freedom.’’ His words ring true
for all Americans, but especially so for the
students of our Nation’s historically black col-
leges and universities. These institutions are
a beacon of hope, a path to advancement,
and a source of pride for African Americans
and for everyone who values higher learning.

Founded on a commitment to equal op-
portunity and academic excellence, histori-
cally black colleges and universities have en-
abled countless members of our society to
receive a quality education and to pursue
their goals and careers. In every sector of
our diverse and vibrant country—business,
law, academia, medicine, science, the arts,
and the military—graduates of these schools
have made outstanding contributions to our
Nation’s progress.

These distinguished institutions have long
provided a bridge to the American Dream
for their alumni—many of whom are the first

in their families to graduate from college.
And while nearly all of America’s 103 histori-
cally black colleges and universities are lo-
cated in the South, our entire Nation has
benefited from their legacy. Indeed, 27 per-
cent of all baccalaureate degrees awarded to
African Americans are granted by these
schools, which represent only 3 percent of
America’s institutions of higher education.

It is their commitment to academic rigor
and their dedication to empowering the mi-
nority community that have enabled histori-
cally black colleges and universities to build
a proud tradition of excellence in this coun-
try. As centers of independent thought, black
colleges hold out a promise to the young
leaders of tomorrow—a promise that our Na-
tion will continue to grow in wisdom, that
the future will hold increased opportunity,
and that education will open new doors to
hope and prosperity.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 24
through September 30, 1995, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, including government officials, edu-
cators, and administrators, to observe this
week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities honoring America’s
black colleges and their graduates, and I en-
courage all Americans to rededicate them-
selves to the principles of justice and equality
set forth in our Constitution.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-five, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:54 p.m., September 22, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
September 26.
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Remarks Prior to Departure From
Santa Monica, California, and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 22, 1995

The President. If I might, just listening
to the county supervisors talk, it occurred to
me that, for the benefit of the people in this
county and this State who are interested in
this problem, I ought to make two general
points. First of all, this is an example of the
kind of teamwork we need to solve the transi-
tional problems, the many kinds of transi-
tional problems that are plaguing the United
States today as we move into a different kind
of economy and a different kind of world.

They don’t necessarily have a partisan
tinge. They really require people to be cre-
ative, to be willing to embrace new ideas,
to remember what the fundamental mission
is, and to achieve that mission. And I want
to applaud the people here who have spoken
today for the way they work together across
party lines. We need to do more of that in
Washington right now in this budget process.

The second thing I want to emphasize to
the people of this county—and this is true,
by the way, to a greater or lesser extent in
every State in this country and in very rural
areas as well as more urbanized areas—you
heard one of the commissioners say that one
in three people in this county is uninsured.
Well, one in three people in this county is
not unemployed. Most uninsured people
today are working people. And the reason
the Medicaid program is so important is that
it provides places like Los Angeles County
with that extra amount of assistance, even
though it’s targeted to the poor, that helps
them to keep their public health clinics and
public hospitals open to deal with what is
an increasingly difficult problem in America,
which is working families without health in-
surance.

I tried to fix that last year, and my pro-
posed solution didn’t find favor. But if we’re
not going to have a comprehensive solution
to it, then the only other alternative, if you
believe as I do that you can’t simply turn
working families away when their children
are sick or when the breadwinners are sick,
the only alternative is to place greater em-
phasis on public health clinics and hospitals

that can help with primary and preventive
care, as well as with people when they get
very ill.

So this is a very important model, this re-
structuring that will take place over the next
few years. And it won’t be easy for them.
But what they’re trying to do is absolutely
critical, given the fact that another million
Americans every year who are in working
families are without insurance. It would have
been criminal to permit all of these clinics
to close and all of this crisis to develop, not
just because of the very poorest people in
this county, but because of the working fami-
lies on very limited incomes who don’t have
insurance.

And that’s a national issue, it’s not a Los
Angeles County issue. And if it can be solved
here with the restructuring, a lot of people
all over America will be learning a lot from
what you’re doing, and the working families
of our country will be better served by it.

Thank you very much.

Debt Limit Legislation
Q. Mr. President, what does that say about

the spirit of cooperation and problem solving:
Speaker Gingrich says that he won’t bring
a debt limit bill to the floor of the House
unless you agree to the Republican budget
tax cuts.

The President. Well, a lot of things have
been said, you know. All I can say is that
it’s important for me to try to keep the rhet-
oric down and to keep calm. But I will say
this: The United States has never failed to
recognize it’s obligations to pay its debts. And
the failure to raise the debt limit has nothing
to do with holding the deficit down or bal-
ancing the budget. It is basically saying you’re
going to be a piker and welsh on your debts,
and the United States has never done that.
And it would be irresponsible to do that.

And let me emphasize that if the United
States were to refuse to raise its debt limit,
the real consequence to the Speaker and to
the Republican majority in Congress would
be to dramatically raise the risk that their
own budget plan would fail because what
would happen immediately is people would
start to charge us more interest on our debt.

And most of the leaders in the Congress
were around in the 12 years that we quad-
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